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Keep your
identity safe
online
A

recent report by AARP suggests consumers have
grown overwhelmed by attempts to protect their
online identity and believe identity theft and
exploitation of their credit is inevitable. As a
result, the survey suggests consumers
aren’t working as hard to keep their
online identities safe as they should.

AARP is trying to help its members
fight back by offering three basic tips
for keeping yourself safe online. They
include: using separate passwords
for your online accounts, ordering a
credit freeze, and setting up digital
access to online bank accounts, and
SAM
Use separate passwords — Make
SHUMWAY
sure you use unique passwords for
each of your online accounts. That
|
way, if one account is hacked, it does
not put your other accounts at risk.
It used to be something of a
running joke to make the password to your online
accounts “password,” just for the sake of having to
remember one password. However, data suggests the
word, “password,” is the most common password in
the world. A recent survey by AARP shows 48 percent
of consumers use the same password for more than one
online account.
The Privacy Rights Clearinghouse suggests there
have been over 2,000 data breaches in the US since 2015
impacting over 7 billion online records. When there is
a data breach, the online thieves get your username
and password and begin to try using it on other websites, such as banking sites and credit card sites. This
gives them access to your credit and your cash. That is
why changing up passwords becomes such an important part of protecting yourself online.
Order a freeze: Put a security freeze in place with
the three credit reporting bureaus so that no one can
access your credit file or open a new credit account
with your information. For a guide to the process, visit
www.aarp.org/CreditFreeze. Traditionally there has
been a fee for placing a freeze on your credit report,
but beginning later this month the process is free
thanks to legislation passed by Congress in May.
Set up digital access: Set up online access to all of
your financial accounts – bank accounts, credit cards,
401(k)s, etc. — and regularly monitor the accounts so
you can stay up-to-date on all transactions and recognize any fraudulent activity that may occur. AARP
reports just 43 percent of respondents to its recent survey have online access to their bank accounts to monitor the accounts.
If you want to test your knowledge of ways to keep
yourself safe online, feel free to take AARP’s Digital
Identity IQ Quiz, consisting of eight true-or-false questions. Among the quiz results from AARP’s recent
polling:
Only one-third of respondents (29 percent) were
aware that a fraud alert will not prevent their credit
file from being shared with potential creditors. A fraud
alert does not block potential new credit, but places a
comment on your history so that creditors will contact
you prior to opening a new account.
Just half of respondents (49 percent) know that purchasing ID theft monitoring services does not prevent
identity thieves from stealing your identity. Most
ID theft monitoring services will notify individuals
if someone is attempting to open new credit in their
name, however it won’t prevent it from happening.
Only about half (48 percent) of respondents know
that when it comes to protecting yourself from fraud,
a debit card is not as safe as a credit card. Consumers
are responsible for no more than $50 of fraudulent
charges on a credit card; however, if money is stolen
from a bank account through a debit card, there are no
protections on that money.
SAM SHUMWAY is the state director for AARP Wyoming, an organization with 87,000
members in Wyoming, which seeks to better the lives of all citizens age 50 and over.
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‘Johnnie Black, Private Eye’
The Hub on Smith’s Young At Heart Players performed “Johnnie Black, Private Eye,” a radio play on stage written by Bruce Scigliano and
George Kraweczyk, Thursday, Sept. 13, 2018. Kitty Norris-Guile, left, starred as Johnnie Black and Lloyd Marsden, right, played Harry, Johnnie’s
apprentice private eye.
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in the church or on things
like abortion,” said Kane,
65, who describes himself
as nonreligious. “Who is
Catholic, Jewish, Southern
Baptist — I could care less,
as long as they’re going to
carry the torch of freedom.”
Kent Jaquette, a
Republican-turnedindependent and a former
United Methodist pastor
who lives near San Antonio,
said he does not base his
choice of candidates on
their religious faith.
“In politics, you need to
look at a person where their
morals are, where their values are,” he said. “It may or
may not have anything to
do with their religion.”
Jaquette also questioned
the motives of evangelicals
who support Trump.
“To me, it’s supporting
someone who gives no
indication he intends to
live a Christian life,” said
Jaquette, 63. “I believe that
Christians should do things
that Christ taught — feed
the hungry, visit people in
jail, help immigrants.”
Veronica Irving, a
55-year-old Roman Catholic
Republican who lives near
Chicago, says it’s extremely
important to her that a politician has strong religious
beliefs. She’s disappointed
that Trump doesn’t demonstrate this more clearly
through his behaviors and
actions.
“It’s not about what faith
you come from — it’s just
important that you have
faith,” she said.
At the highest levels of
political office, it’s still rare
for a politician to profess
that he or she is an atheist;

surveys indicate that roughly 10 percent of Americans
do not believe in a higher
power.
In recent years, only a
small handful of members
of Congress have identified
themselves as nonbelievers.
However, there is some
evidence of increasing
acceptance of religious
diversity — for example,
the recent victories by
Muslim-American women
in Democratic congressional primaries in Michigan
and Minnesota.
The AP-NORC poll found
broad interest in religion
having at least some influence on a range of policy
issues.
In addition to the concern
about poverty, 49 percent of
Americans want to see religion have some influence
on education, 44 percent on
health care policy, 43 percent on immigration, 38 percent on gun policy, 36 percent on income inequality,
34 percent on foreign policy
and 32 percent on climate
change.
From each of the largest
religious groups, there was
strong support for greater religious influence on
poverty policy — 71 percent of white evangelical
Protestants, 54 percent of
white mainline Protestants,
75 percent of nonwhite
Protestants and 67 percent
of Catholics.
The Rev. Jim Wallis,
founder of the Christian
social justice organization
Sojourners, said the poll
findings signaled a potentially broader and more
vibrant role for organized
religion in U.S. politics.

SENIOR HAPPENINGS |
• The Bluegrass Burgers finale
performance will take place from 7-9
p.m. Tuesday at The Hub on Smith.
Burgers, chips and cookies will
be available for $2. Sign up if you
can. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
• Calling all bookworms! If you love
to read, The Hub on Smith is looking
to form a group of readers who enable
other members’ book addictions and
enjoy the friendship of each other
through respectful, honest conversa-

tion and sharing. How about joining
fellow bookworms once or twice a
month to discuss books together over
a cup of coffee or tea at The Hub. To
start the ball rolling, the group will
start by reading “The Alice Network”
by Kate Quinn. Those who attend
the first meeting on Sept. 19 at 2 p.m.
should bring a list of 5-10 favorite
books. Please sign up at the front desk
of The Hub.
• The Yarn Shop at The Hub will

have a variety of colors, some specialty yarns, large selection of tapestry/
needle point yarn and latch hook rug
yarn. The shop will be open Mondays
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Wednesdays
from 9-11 a.m. and Thursdays from 1-3
p.m.
• On Thursdays, the Knitting &
Crocheting class will be in session at
The Hub on Smith. Join in, if you like,
and place donations in box on the wall
next to door.

